
TCI troubleshoot procedure 
 

 

 

 

# 0. What we are testing 

 

A + 12v battery that power the DCCDI module. 

A pulse sensor (VR/pickup/pulser/trigger) provides the timing. 

The TCI includes an inbuilt transistor that disconnects the ignition coil from +12v, resulting in a high 

voltage on the secondary to the spark plug.  

The kill switch generally works by grounding either the AC voltage or the pickup signal—hence the 

importance of isolating it first. 

 

  



## 1. Safety and Preparation 

- Engine off, key in OFF position. 

- Visually inspect the connectors (oxidation, loose pins, broken wires near body penetrations). 

- Check the ground: continuity between the CDI unit, the engine, and the chassis (near-zero 

resistance is expected). 

 A poor ground connection will invalidate all subsequent measurements. 

 

## 2. Isolate the kill switch 

The kill switch is a very common cause of ignition failures falsely attributed to the CDI (oxidized 

contacts, intermittent faulty connection, wire rubbing against and touching ground). 

- Disconnect the kill switch wire pin 6 

- Disconnect the Security wire pin 10 and confirm that the Security setup is disabled. 

 

#3. Measuring the power supply 

An internal DC converter transforms this +12Vdc into a + 300Vdc that charges the internal CDI 

capacitor.  

 

- Check the +12v battery 

 

## 4. Checking the pulse sensor signal (pickup/pulser) 

- A low-amplitude AC signal (often a few volts) that provides the timing to the CDI. 

- Connect the DVA (Dual Voltage Detector) to the two wires of the charging coil (at the stator output, 

before the CDI), with the multimeter set to DC. (pins 7,8) 

- a standard multimeter in AC voltage mode may give an incorrect and is not designed for this type of 

signal 

- ACCDI powered on, the LED flashes with each detected pulse from the pickup (or from the Hall 

sensor). 

  



## 5. Measuring the TCI → ignition coil output 

With the multimeter set to DC on the coil's primary trigger wire (pin 1), you should read +12v  while 

the engine is stopped or running. 

Only an oscilloscope can show you the exact timing or pulse shape: 

 

➜ Kill switch OK (step1) + DC voltage OK (step 3) + pickup signal OK (step 4) + no output or irregular 

output to the coil (step 5) = TCI module itself suspected. 

 

## 6. Downstream Test (coil and spark) 

- Measure the primary and secondary resistance of the ignition coil (manufacturer's values). 

- Test the actual spark with a spark gap tester set to the specified gap — a strong spark that "jumps" 

the gap confirms that the entire chain is working. 

 

The “Autospark” feature in the Setup generates its own triggering (no pickup is necessary) and drives 

the ignition coil to ignite the sparkplug.  

Remove the spark plug from the cylinder head and attach the metal section to the frame. 

 

 


